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r Saturday, December 31, 1921 



AMERICAN ART NEWS 



Former Kaiser's Palace is Public Museum, 
Displaying Examples of Arts and Crafts 

BERLIN — The rooms of the former im- 
perial castle in Berlin have at last been for- 
mally opened to the public. Berlin acquires 
thereby a new Museum of Arts and Crafts, 
which shows much of the Splendor and mag- 
nificence that had manifested the glory of 
generations of kings and emperors. 

The danger of the castle being taken for 
practical purposes on account of the scarcity 
of houses was imminent. These magnificent 
rooms are not adaptable to profane uses, and 
the preservation of one of the most splendid 
monuments of German interior decoration was 
a matter of culture. The efforts to popularize 
art. especially arts and crafts, have found 
great impetus by the establishment of the new 
Museum. 

The interior decorations of the ground floor 
are representative of the XVIIIth Century, be- 
ing hung with splendid tapestries by Beauvais, 
after Boucher. For this reason German and 
French furniture of 1750-90, bronzes by Clod- 
ion and Thomire, and Sevres porcelain are 
placed here. Two apartments with German 
and Dutch rococo finish off this part. After 
this one enters into two rooms containing ob- 
jects of the Middle Ages. The Carlovingian 
reliquary, early copper smelting, Gothic linen 
work and early Limoges are here. Adjoin- 
ing this are the rooms showing Rhenish stone- 
ware and German and Dutch pictures and 
tapestries of the time. 

The middle floor, being decorated with a 
number of French Gobelins, was destined to 
take in the art and crafts of the French 
Renaissance, besides French and German 
baroque. The so-called "Konigskammern" 
were built by Gontard and Erdmannsdorf for 
King Frederic William II, in the style of 
Lpuis XVI. The dining hall, adorned with 
frescoes, the throne hall and the music room 
have not been altered. 

The famous collection of Berlin porcelain 
made for the Museum of Arts and Crafts is 
arranged in three rooms. In the portico and 
ill the adjoining "Parolesaal," whose colored 
marble walls are inlaid with reliefs by Scha- 
dpw, are sculptures, including Schadow's mar- 



ble group of the Princesses Louise and Fried- 
erike, and a selection of iron statuettes. 

On the second floor the famous White Hall 
remains unchanged. Here the display begins 
in the gallery, covered with Paris Gobelins, 
where the paintings in enamel of the XVIth 
Century are exhibited. The well-known 
Pomeranian artistical shrine filled with silver 
objects is shown in the Eosander Gallery. 
German glass is on display in the vast gal- 
lery of sixty-meter length, which is decorated 
with the six Mercier tapestries, representing 
episodes in the life of Frederic the Great; 
while twc other rooms contain costumes, jew- 
els, fans, boxes, miniatures and laces of the 
XVIIIth Century. The rooms built by An- 
dreas Schlitter are such original and splendid 
art documents that they are not suitable for 
display purposes. There are only small groups 
of ivory carvings, amber objects, silver of the 
baroque style, and clocks. In the prominent 
room, the so-called "Rittersaal," ^orks by fa- 
mous goldsmiths are to be seen. , 

German porcelain is placed in the Bruns- 
wick Gallery. Half the room is filled with 
Dresden chinaware, besides which there are 
examples of Vienna, Nymphenburgh, Hochst, 
Frankenthal and Ludwigsburgh, as well as 
faience from Germany and Delft. East 
Asiatic and Oriental art is confined to a collec- 
tion showing only exquisite pieces, to illus- 
trate the connection between the history of 
style throughout the world. Here we find also 
Spanish applied art forming the transition to 
the last part of the Museum, the Italian Ren- 
aissance. 

The rich collection of Italian art consists of 
furniture, tapestries, sculptures of the early 
and the most flourishing time of the Renais- 
sance, Venetian glass, ivory objects, bronzes, 
goldsmiths' works. The Renaissance majoli- 
cas have a special room, the "Joachimsaal," 
and are placed here very advantageously, the 
room being adorned with tapestries by Barent 
van Orley, representing allegorical pictures of 
the Trionfi by Petrarca. 

An extraordinary result has been obtained 
by the manager, Herr von Falke. The very 
number of rooms — there are seventy — illus- 
trate the extent of the work. This museuni is 
now one of the most remarkable in Eurc-pe. 

— F. T. 



AUSTRIA TO BORROW 
. MONEY ON GOBELINS 



^Aperican Syndicate Will Loan $50,- 
000,000 on Tapestries and Other Art 
Works, Funds to Be Used to Buy Food 

VIENNA — An American syndicate is about 
to lake a mortgage for $50,000,000 on the fa- 
mous collection of Gobelin tapestries and other 
art works, once the possession of the Hapsburg 
fainily and now the property of the State. The 
money will be used to purchase foodstuffs. 

The country's desperate economic situation 
resulted in the decision to negotiate the loan. 
Hie question was brought up a year ago, but 
sfrong public opposition caused it to be dropped. 
Now the government is unable to obtain credits 
in normal ways, and the only other alternative, 
the buying of foreign securities, would result 
in a further drop in the exchange rate. 
, Dr. Rosenburg, who went to London on be- 
half of the finance ministry, obtained the con- 
..sent of the Allied Reparations Committee to 
exempt the Gobelins and other art treasures 
from the existing arrangement by which all 
• Austrian State property is regarded as con- 
tmgent security for reparations payments. This 
general right of the Allies was only technical, 
^1 prospect of obtaining reparations from 
Austria having been abandoned a year or 
more ago. 

. The present situation of Austria may be 
imagined by anyone who will think what would 
happen to the United States if its territory were 
'feduced to the size of New York and Pennsyl- 
vania and its capital, New York, restricted to 
trade within such an area, all outside com- 
merce being at the mercy of burdensome laws 
imposed by hostile governments surrounding 
the territory on all sides but one, and that 
one (Germany) being able to do little more 
than care for its own people. 



ST. LOUIS PATRONS 
BEGIN WITH SCHOOLS 



'Friends of Local Artists" Live Up to 
Their Name, Buy Pictures and Spread 
Love of Beautiful Among Children 



ST. LOUIS— The Friends of Local Artists 
purchased from the annual competitive exhibi- 
tion at the Artists' Guild a painting by Oscar 
E Berninghaus, entitled "Indians Threshing 
Wheat — Taos," which they have presented to 
the Board of Education. 

The Friends of Local Artists, a voluntary 
association formed about three years ago under 
the leadership of Percy Werner, is a phase 
of the National Friends of Art movement. 
Each member agrees to pay ten dollars a year 
which produces a fund for the purchase of 
paintings or sculpture from the competitive 
exhibition by St. Louis artists at the Artists' 
Guild. 

The plan is to place the purchases where 
the greatest good will be obtained for the 
greatest number and it was, therefore, deter- 
mined to use the medium of the public schools, 
from which came immediate response. As yet, 
the organization is small. It is modeled partic- 
ularly after the One Hundred Friends of Pitts- 
burgh Artists, which purchases nothing but the 
work of Pittsburgh artists, and makes its selec- 
tion from annual exhibitions. The member- 
ship of the St. Louis society numbers twenty- 
two, an increase over last year. 

With this small membership it has been 
possible to purchase only one painting from 
each exhibition. The first year "Salting the 
Catch," by Mrs. K. E. Cherry, was acquired; 
last year a decorative painting by Gisella 
Loeffler was purchased, and this year the Bern- 
inghaus picture. 

The paintings form a circulating exhibit, re- 
maining about six months in each high school 
of the city. — M. P.' 



Sale of Rare Books in Berlin 

Includes the First German Bible 

Y^^^y^~^" auction of rare books of the 
p^ to XIX centuries, has just taken place at 
5?"' Graupe's. First editions and woodcuts 
?i."\e XV and XVI centuries, French illus- 
S*«a liooks of the XVIII century, in valu- 
awe bmdmgs, and great library editions of the 

4!i century were the features, 
mat ^t"* German Bible sold for 120,000 
iati ^^^ many colored initials and min- 

iiires and twenty-one colored woodcuts by 
i3«°iuth and Pleydendorf, and was bound in 
oX^f- It is very rare. In the United States 
n^ 1*0 copies are known. The third Ger- 
^ Bible brought 40,000 marks. It has sev- 
^y b« woodcuts and initials in beautiful old 



"*E "Decameron" of Boccaccio, a French 



edition of 1775-81, brought 38,000 marks. It 
contains valuable engravings and vignettes. 
Other sales were, in marks : 



V. complete photographic reproduction of the "Bre- 
rium (Jrimani," from the library of San Marco in 



A 
viarium 

Venice, 25,050; includes miniatures of the XV century, 
done by order of Pope Sixtus. A German parchment 
volume of the XV century, "The Art of Becoming a 
Clerical," 80,000; J. de La Fontaine, two volumes, 
1762, with eighty-seven engravings, 66,000; two edi- 
tions of Moliere's. 50,000 and 62,000; a volume by 
Restif de la Bretonne, with twenty-six copper-plates 
by Moreau, 76,000; Voltaire's "Pucelle d'Orleans'," 
two volumes in red morocco binding, with five portraits 
and twenty-one engravings, 85,000. — F. T. 



Obituary 

RAFAEL REMIREZ ARELLANO 
Rafael Remirez Arellano, founder and di- 
rector of the Royal Academy of Fine Arts and 
Historical Sciences is dead at his home in 
Toledo, Spain. 
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ST. PAUL 

Robert Hale has been showiiig some espe- 
cially good water colors in the art department \ 
of the Golden Rule. Most of them were paint- 
ed in Italy, and they include romantic scenes 
of medieval towns and glimpses of Italian 
landscapes. "Medieval Court Yard, Viterbo," 
is one of the best. 

In the exhibition of St. Paul and Minne- 
apolis artists at the Public Library two can- 
vases by Knute Heldner are outstanding for 
their beauty of color harmonies. These are 
"April Day" and '^Clouds and Hills." Of 
Walter Taube's three canvases, depicting pine 
trees of the Northwest, "Reflections" has won 
most praise. "Lofty Peaks," by S. Stanton 
King, presents the Rocky Mountains in an 
appealing way. 

Other notable pictures are by Clement B. 
Haupers, Tod Hart, Marie Cornwell, Caro- 
line Gilbert, Lucy T. Roehrich, Mrs. Francis 
Greenman, L. W. Hill, Clara Mairs, Susan 
Wall Johnson, Dorothy Wilbur and Alice 
Hugey. The gold medal portrait of herself 
by Elsa Laubach Jemne, and "Tee Time," a 
colored drawing of golf links by Lee Mero, 
must also be noticed. 



Kansas City, Mo. 

Landscapes predominate at the exhibition by 
the Painter Group of the Midwest at the Kan- 
sas City Art Institute. "Slovak Girl" by Vac- 
lav Vytlacil and "Breeze Blown Girl" by Fred 
G. Carpenter are the exceptions. 

"Silvery Morning^' by Lucie Hartrath is a 
still pool decked with lily pads. Carl Krafft 
is well represented by "Ozark Mountains" and 
other works. Mathia Alten's "The Village 
Church" and Pauline Palmer's "After the 
Rain" are good. 

Other well-known names on pictures are 
O. E. Berninghaus, Gerald A. Frank, Kathe;rine 
Cherry, Frank V. Dudley, Wayman Adams, 
Alice Schille, Jessie Arms Botke, Irma Kohn, 
Francesco Spicuzza, William Wendt and Emily 
Groom. 

In connection with the exhibition is being 
shown a group of J. Francis Murphy's paint- 
ings from the collection owned by Albert R. 
Tones. 

Buffalo 

At the Albright Art Gallery the rotary ex- 
hibition of war portraits will be shown till 
January 3. In addition to the portraits there 
is shown the "Signing of the Peace Treaty 
in 1919" by John C. Johansen. 

Ten canvases by Charles W. Hawthorne are 
also on view. Among them are recent por- 
traits of Miss Mildred Miles, Miss Joan Becker 
and Mr. and Mrs. William 3. Hoyt. 



PITTSBURGH 

About three hundred contemporary minia- 
tures are on exhibition at the Carnegie Insti- 
tute. The exhibition, which opened December 
19 and will continue through January 8, is 
made up of workis from the Royal Society of 
England, the American Society and the Penn- 
sylvania Society. 

The display of examples of art "in the little" 
from the Royal Society side by side with ex- 
amples from the two American organizations, 
gives one an excellent opportunity to compare 
the development of miniature painting in the 
two countries. 

The Royal Society's exhibition is of especial 
interest because it contains a numbei- of ex- 
amples of the art in other media than painted 
ivory. They consist of illuminated manuscripts, 
small bronzes, sculptured cameo portraits and 
hand-wrought repousse silver cups. 



Salt Lake City 

Paintings by Lee Greene Richards, a Utah 
artist, who has been represented in the Salon 
d'Automne, Paris, and also in the Paris Salon 
of 1904, are being exhibited by the Art Guild 
of the University of Utah. 

The guild plans a display for each month. 
On high school day at the university the stu- 
dents of the Art Guild will exhibit their own 
work. 

The recent rotary exhibition of paintings 
from the Metropolitan Museum, New York, 
drew large crowds. 



FRANK T. SARIN 



(EatabUsbed in 1848) 




"Frana Hals — Tiwighlng Boy" 

Finest examples of old Engllsb-aad Prencb Colour 
Prints. Mecsotints. etc.. of the 18th Centory. 
Choice Pslnttngi by Old Masters. 
Original drawings, lUiunlnsted nuuniserfpti, mlafak 
tores, and speelaUy fine and rar« twoks. 

172 New Bond St., London, W. 1. 
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